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HEBREWSL r eh. © 


WE holy 3 partakers. of the 

. heavenly calling, conſider the Apoſtle and 
„ Fe our N Cn Ny 

3 e 55 ; 


2 
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$444 $4HE abſt of this epiſile 8 
2277 75 rally thought to be St. 8 bas 
1 his Lhief —— to Jefus Chriſt © 

4 2215122 the Mediator, and conſidets and 
| 2322835 exhibits his character in all its 
dee importance and grandeur, as the 
great, and in a ſenſe, the only object of the'chris | 
iow s faith and hope. He here "Teptefindy: him 
do be GOD, and man: and particularly. ſpeaks 
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of his incarnation; and condeſcending union tg 
His people; his ht and wa 3 
3 | N 5 6 $ cir 
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LF 
their behalf, in which he became a ſadifice and 
made full atonement for ſin, of which all the 
Jewiſh ſacrifices were types and emblems. —Buc 
he firſt brings into view his infinitely high, grand 
and honorable character, as what gives dignity 
And worth to his whole perſon and all his works, 
and ſpreads a luſture and glory over all 
without which nothing he had ſay of him as 
Mediator and high Prieſt could be underſtood. 
He confiders him as having a &vme nature and 
character; or the very nature and character of 
GOD himſelf ; ſo ſhining in the bright glory 4 
Divinity. — as one who has made all wor 3 

conſtantly upholds all things by the word of bs 
power; who will take to pieces and deſtroy the 
viſible world, when he has by it e, the 
end for which he made it at firſt. * He ſpeaks of 
him as the ſole heir and poſſeſſot of all things; i 
and fo much greater than the angels and ſuper 
to them, who ate the greateſt and moſt noble of 
all meer creatures, that they are commanded to 
pay him the moſt humble obeiſance, and honor 
and worſhip him as their Lord; they being all 
his ſervants, and wholly devoted to his uſe. { 
He here repreſents him as exalted to the top, 
the head of the uniyerſe, and reigning on the 

throne of GOD; yea, as reigning king on. his 
throne forever. $. | 


In ſhort, he b to WY 1 * 0 7 
ives him the titles, honors and character 670 | 
clong FREY, to the one W ove 9 


» Chap. i. V. 2 
87. $FY 


x +14 of 


10, 11, 12. oy V. I 6 V. Yb : 
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and applies to him thoſe words in the bock of - 
Pfalms which are adgrefſed to the ſupreme GOD, 3 

8 che glorious I EROVAR, © © 


This io the auguſt, Sada infioldle 1 | 
and glorious perſonage ſpoken of in the tent, 
called the A poſtle and high Prieſt of the chri- 
ſtian's profeſſiqg ; who is repreſented: as moſt 
worthy of the nſtant and earneſt: attention of 
all chriſtians: whom they e N 2 
To Er to conſider, ; 

: "Fare words . Jead us to inqulte A 
What is implied in the exhortation and om. 
mand here given to chriſtians, to confider Chriſt 
Jeſus —— Of what uſe and importance it is to all 


_ Ebriftians thus to conſider Chriſt——And- then 
IF make thoſe remarks and refleQions the: Nele 
* "alt W ee out. 73 Te 

b 10 conſider Chriſt ein, 5d * 20 1 to. "his. 
perſon, character and works with a degree f 
U true taſte and ain with e and en- Ng 
. La Worin Lind Ad ger! 

* 1 fay this implies a 1 * true ing 
* ** underſtanding with reſpect to the character 
ny of Chriſt „ for where there is nothing of this, 
5 Chriſt is not conſidered at all. If his true 1 5 
A racter is not underſtood or known in any degree, 


>, oF then he is nor the object of the thoughts and 
ch attention of the mind but ſomething elſe which 
is different from it: foꝶ that is never the object 
af a perſon's thoughts and conſideration, of which 
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The bey only have a heart formed: to that taſte, 
and diſcerning, by which they underſtand the 

character of Which we are ſpeaking} '' Sucks are 

the-perſons called upon in the tent to conflider: © 
Chriſt Jeſus. Holy brethren, partakers of the 
nne TOR ZE RT 
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 perſang-may. have enicely different and appaſtg 


ans. of Chriſt Jeſus. thoſe of one may 
8 — 1 to the truth, by Which Chrilt's t * 


and real character is extant in his mind: thoſe 
of the other may be eſſentially and wholly wrong 
and falſe; yet they may uſe the fame name ta 


expreſs. their | different and appolite ideas and 
notions, and aſcribe. them to the fame ſon, 


wham dbey agres. yo! call: Je e. In this 
caſe, Whatever thoughts and exerciſes: the latter 


has about what he calls Chriſt, it is certain be 
does not truly conſider this perfon, but fome- 
thing elſe. And his views and exerciſes may not 


be properly called chriſtian z: for they are really 
directly the reverſe. Unboly perſons therefore, 


whaſe hearts are in direct and petſect oppoſitiom 


to the excellent and glorious charactet of Chriſt 
Jeſus, do nat conſidet him. His character and 
fo the whole goſpel is hid from their minds, a 
they are wholly. without that taſte and difcern- 
ing, in the exerciſe of which. Cheilt is known 
nad conſidered. Fhey are therefore tepreſentech 


in ſctipture as ignorant of GOD and the goſpel. 


I # - Hi 5 MI 
heavenly calling.“ 


BG. 


{44 
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Nor can they be proper 
Chriſt Jeſus, who leave out of their view the 


moſt eſſential and important part of his cha- 
fdoifa io Ghee ee raster 3 
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"ractet ; ahd in all their thoug hes” of Kitt fin 
him down infinitely lower, — make him i 

\ Knicely leſs than he really is. To conſider Chriſt 
Jeſus is to underſtand and keep in view that in 

is perſon and character which inflaitely Ats 
"guitbes bim from all others, and in which his 
true excellence and glory, and ſufficiency as high 
Prieſt, —as Mediator and the Saviour of finners, 
chiefly conſiſts. In a word, he who does not 
- conſider. this GREAT high Prieſt in all the 
height, grandeur and glory of his character in 
which +4 is exhibited in the context, does not 
dry 0 with the exhortation and command in 


This confideration ad pes a Ready; en- 
8 aged attention of heart to this object, by which 

hriſt Jeſus may be, as it were; always preſent 
do the mind, ut it. may be hereby enlarged, 
and take in more and more of this grand and 
glorious object; and ſo * grow in grace, and 
in the n of our | Lord: and Saviour Jeſus * 
; * | 


a Hor uſeful, important. and even reer 
it is for chriſtians thus to confider the A poſtle 
and high Prieſt of tbeir profeſſion, Chriſt ens, 
will appear by arending to the . parti 
culars. 155 

1 Tun N pa of EY Ehiig, eohfiders 
ed in the extent, greatneſs and. glory of his cha- 
racter, comprizes the whole of chriſtian OW - 
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He who knows nothing of the n of 
Jeſus Chriſt, certainly has no degree ↄf chriſtian 
knowledge, and really knows nothing as ke 
ought to know. And the ee of this 
Character implies all needful knowledge. In 
the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt is implied and 
comprized the higheſt and moſt clear knowledge 
of GOD, of the divine character and perfections; 
and the moſt important. and glorious works of | 
God. GOD in all the glory of his character is \ 
manifeſted and revealed in and by Jeſus Chriſtz |} + 
ſo that they who ſee him, ſee GOD.“ The 
moral character and glory of GOD. ſhines with 
the brighteſt luſture in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. + 
He who knows Chriſt, knows the truths and 
doctrines of chriſtianity: He underſtands the 
precepts and duties of it: He knows where his 
true intereſt lies; what is true enjoyment and 
happineſs, and the way in which the children of 
men may obtain it. In a word, he is at the 
fountain head of knowledge and wiſdom. And 
he only needs to follow the clue he has got hold 
of, and get perfectly acquainted with this object? 
in order to be perfect in knowledge and holineſs. 
Therefore St. Paul turned all his attention to 
this great high Prieſt, and deſired, and v deter- 
| mined not to know any thing, ſave Jeſus Chriſt; 
\ and him crucified, in whom'(he' fays) are hid all 
the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge.” T And 
hence *tis of the higheſt importance to every 
_ chriſtian that he ſhould fix and keep his atten- 
ee on INE it Jeſus; and Ry make him 
en eee I 100499 C54, eee "The 


+2: Job 3 38. 3k 45. xy. 4 2 Care fe 
11 Cor, it, 2. Col. ii a E 


"f | | 
(87. 
the object of his conſideration and ſtudy, that £ 
hereby he may * 1ncreaſe in the knowledge 
of GOD, hd be filled with the knowledge of 


his will, in all wiſdom and ſpiritual underitand- 
ing.“ This leads me to gblerve,—— 


2. Jesus CurisT' is an unbounded and in- 

finite object of knowledge; ſo that» there is 
foundation and room for conſtant and increaſing 
progreſs in the higheſt and beſt knowledge, by 
attending to and conſidering hi. 


Some objects may be ſoon perfectiy underſtood, 

a and all is known that can be known of them: the 

| I theme 1s fully exhauſted, and there is nothin 

. further to engage the attention of the mind. 
; But it is infinitely otherwiſe with reſpect to the 
1 {| Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt. He is fo great and 


F glorious a perſonage, and his works ate ſo grand 

- and wonderful, and of ſuch infinite and amazing 
4 | influence and conſequence, that à finite mind 
a may be all attention to him, and expatiate and 
t; iglarge in views of him, without ever coming to 

3. | * an end, or ſeeing all that belongs to him. He 
o | is ſo great, and ſo much is comprehended in 
r bim, that however inlarged and grand ideas the 
"7 Chriſtian has of him already, they may, by fur-- 
n I ther conſideration and ftudy, be ſtill increaſed, 
id. | and ſwift advances made without end. Lea, 
ry the more the chriſtian knows already of Chriit, 
"4 the better / foundation, and the greater advan- 
un tage he has to know yet more, and make ftin 
be {wifter progreſs in knowledge and wiſdom: It 
Ii therefore, in this view, molt reaſonable and 
6. . * B „ importzut 
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important tbat he ſhould be all attention to 


Jeſus Chtiſt. Moreover, 


3. Arr chriſtian holineſs and true happineſk 
conſiſt ſummarily in beholding and conſidering 


75 Chriſt in the high and glorious character 


71 


Eternal life, i; e. all chrifdins holinels and 


| joyment, is ſpolken of by our divine tescher as 


conſiſting wholly in this. And this is life 
| eternal, that they might know thee the only true 
GOD, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent.” * 


The only true GOD and Jeſus Chriſt, are not 
here diſtinguiſhed, as two diſtinct and ſeparate 


| beings : for, as has been juſt obſerved, the 
knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt comprises the know. 


ledge of the only true GOD, as he who has ſeen - 
Chriſt, has ſeen the only true GOD. Therefore 


St. John ſays of Jeſus Chriſt, © This is the true 
600, and eternal life.” T Hence Chriſt -aſks 
for the redeemad, as that in which their-happi- 


neſs will conſiſt, that they may be where he ies, 
and behold him in the glory of his mediatorial 


character. His words are remarkable. Fa. 
ther, I will that they alſo whom thou haſt given 


me, be with me where Lam; that they may 


behold my glory which thou haſt given me. 
Jeſus Chriſt is, and will always be, the gra 


medium of all divine communications of know. - 
| ledge, holineſs and *enjoyment to the creature; 


eſpecially the redeemed, He is, in this teſpect, 
« the bread of. life,” on whom all depend for 
6 Joh, xvil. 3 
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ti Joh, v. 20. * 7 Joh, xvii 24 
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ſtantiy attend ta and confider him, the more holy 


77 


. 
ent and life. And the more chriſtians i in 
this world behold the glory of Chriſt, and con- 


and happy hh are. For he is their only ſup» - 
port and comfort; and on him they hang all 

their hopes. And beholding in him, as in a 
glaſs, the glory of Jehovah, they are changed 
into the ſame image, in according and conform- 
ing to his character in the exerciſes of their 
hearts. Of what jm is it then that chri- 
ſtians ſhould always behold Jeſus Chriſt, and be 
engaged in attention to his 8 and e at As. 


| CON: q * 


4 Ton i {ns 3 neceſſity of the alu 


ſtian's attentively conſidering. Jeſus Chriſt «in all 


the greatneſs and glory of his character, will 


further appear, if we conſider that this character 


is the only ground of his pardon and accept- 


ance with 60D; and is that on which all 


reaſonable and well . 10 8 of 1 2 | 
j Placed, . ' 


'Chrilt's ability and ſuikciency to make atone- 


ment for ſin, and obtain eternal ſalvation for 3 "x 


ſinners, ſo far conſiſts in his greatneſs and dig- 


nity, or the excellence and worthineſs of his | 
| fon and character, that was it not for this be — -- "2 


could have made no atonement at all. Was he 
not a perſon of infinite dignity and worthineſs, 
and ſo higher, infivitely higher than the heavens, 
even a divine perſon and Ty GOD, he would 
de infinitely far from being able to make atone- 
ment for the leaſt fn, as this is truly an inFinite 


. COS) infinite 3 and guilt in 


5 Is 
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it's very nature. Had he not been GOD; 11 
ſo a perſon of infinite dignity and worth, his 
offering to interpoſe in the behalf of ſinners, ang 


. WNT” YL 


creature under infinite obligation to him, as the ob- 
ligation to love and obey is great in proportion to the 
greatneſs, worthineſs and authority of the lawgiver ; 
and the crime of diſobedience is always equal to the 
obligation violated thereby: I ſay, the infinite evil 
of fin does not only appear from this view of the 
matter ; but alſo from the malignant nature and ten» ' 


.. dency of ſin. ; | ; | oy l 
Every tranſgteſñion of GOD's law is an act of perfect 
enmity to univerſal being : It is againſt GOD and 
the cxeation, and tends to the compleat and eternal 
uin of the whole; ſo that if there was nothing ta 
counteract and reſtrain it's influence and tendency, 
it would certainly iſſue in this. It would deſtroy. 
the univerſe, and bring the whole, GOD and the 
creature, to a ſtate infinitely worſe than nonexiſtence, s 
- Thus fin is in it's own nature pregnant with infinite 
miſchief, and tends to the total ruin of univerſal 
being; to deſtroy all the good of the univerſe, and 
introduce infinite, eternal evil. The tendency is ſo 
direct and ſtrong, that this would be the certain iſſue 
_ of it, was it not prevented by infinite power, iſdom 
and goodneſs, ' x ge ena 
If then the crime of any tranſgreſſion is great in pro»: 
portion to the malignity of it, and the greatneſs of 
| theevil it tends to, which I think none can den) ; 
it is hence certain that every fin againſt GOD is in- 
Kkaitely criminal, 1a his ſight. How fit and neceſſary * 


( 
attempting to obtain deliverance. and eternz iq 
favor for them by taking the curſe on himſelf - 1 

Tux infinite evil of fin may be proved not only from 7 
the infinite greatneſs, perfection and excellence of 
GOD, againſt whom it is committed, which lay the $ 
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aking ——_—_ and obeying the divine * 2 ; 
Would have been ſo far from availing in behMf 
of finners, that it would have been itſelf a moſt _ 
daring crime, a propoſal and attempt moſt diſ- 
honorable to GOD and his law; an act of high 
rebellion againſt GOD. Therefore, in ſtead” of 
being any advantage to the ſinner, he would by 
ſuch an undertaking, or the leaſt inclination to 
do it, become a rebel bimſelf 3 A ſinner of the” a 
firſt magnitude. Rates 


If all the angels in heaven, however great, 
worthy and numerous they are, while yet they 
are no more than creatures, ſhould: unite to in- 
terpoſe in the behalf of one ſinner, who had 
been guilty of but one ſin, and that the leaſt 
that is poſũble; and offer their worthineſs, yea, 
their whole eternal intereſt and happineſs, and 
to ſubject themſelves to perfect, eternal miſery 
for his ſake, that he might, out of reſpe& to 
this, -be pardoned, and received to the rewards 
| of eternal life : I ſay, ſhould all the angels in 
heaven thus interpoſe, the propoſal and offer 
d would not only be rejected, but would itſelf be 
an act of high rebellion, and carry in it the moſt 
abominable contempt of GOD and his law, and 
0 virtual e the ſinner and taking his part _ 
againſt 


is it then that the finner woule be threatened with 
eternal deſtruction | How neceſſary that the atone- 
ment which ranſoms from this infinite evil, ſhould be 
ſomething infinitely great ! And is not a meer crea- 
ture, any finite being, infinitely unequal to this ? A 
__defire ot ſin ſhould be pardoned. on the account of 
. what ſuch an one can do or ſuffer, or even a thought 


. in favor of it, carries in it enmity to being in general 
Which is . againſt GOD.” 1 228 
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 pgaint GOD, fo would bring them all under 
the curſe, and fink them into fy wirhout help- 
ing the ſianer at all. For fuch an offer and at- 
tempt would be fo far from honoring GOD and 
his law, and an act of love and friendſhip to him, 
that it would carry in it a denial of GOD's m- 
finite greatneſs and worthineſs 3+ and fo be the 


digheſt affront to the Divine Majeſty. M 


| Therefore was not Chriſt infinitely higher and 
| greater than all the angels in heaven, and did he 
[| not exceed them infinitely in excellence and 
1 worth, he could not be an High Prieſt, in whom 
| | | ſianers might reaſonably put any truſt for pardon 
| and acceptance with GOD. Yea, on fuch a 
ſuppoſition, truſting in him would not only be 
unfate and dangerous, but direct rebelllon a- 
gainlt GOD, and infinitely criminal. B ; 


5 th. true chilies? s hope and truſt in Chriſt 


on and alete ſt been: when he firſt 
began 


zer then hal ve of tafo who! en 
- truſt in a meer creature for all this; which is the 


_- Caſe of all who deny the Divinity of Chriſt !/—But 
_ the caſe of ſuch will be —_ particularly attended to 
| in the ſequel. 


Axp what ſhall be ſaid of thoſe who truſt in their own 
righteouſneſs to recommend them to G0, under 
_ whatever profeſſion this is done ? This is daring pre- 
- ſumption, and high handed wickedneſs, being 2 Sire 
oppoſition to the divine character, and GOD's' holy 
| his. In this view it appears that all the good woke 
of ſuch, in which they truſt for infinitely more than 
they might reaſonably do, were they perfe 1 holy, 
y 3 heaven darin * the moſt abominab 555 
dellion againft and _—_ "PEN to 
Chriſt and the goſpel, 
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began to ſee and conſider him 11 * ten 7 N 


racter, and this great High Prieſt appeared to 
him in an infinitely grand and honorable light 3 
in the light in which he is ſet in the firſt 14 ver- 
2 of the firſt chapter of John, and as he is re- 
preſented in the chapters preceeding our text: 
even the true GOD, who Sas made, and. does 
uphold all things 3 and who in the fulbeſs of 
time was incarnate, and became a man: and to 
make full atonement for ſin, and obtain favor and 
ſalvation for ſinners, took upon him the form of 
A ſervant, and being obedient unto death. In 
this view of Jeſus Chriſt, I ſay, the true chriſti- 
an's hope and truſt in him firſt began, And it 
never afterwards is exerciſed and flouriſhes i in 
any other way but in conſidering Chriſt in this 
his true character as the great High Prieſt. And 
his hope and confidence in him for pardon and 
Q acceptance is always as is his view and 4; GH 
18 8 s dignity and excellence. 
an 


Well then may chriſtians be directed ail ex- 
end always to attend to this high and glorious 
character and keep it in view, ſo as never + 
to looſe ſight of their great High Prieſt Shriſt 
o Jeſus; for fo far as He is out of view they muſt 

ceaſe to truſt in him for pardon and acceptance 
before GOD, and all true RE af hope will 
Our of ſight. | 3 


5. Tux true chriſtian hopes for OR 4 
2 the power of lin, only in the view of 85717 
in his high and exalted character. 


| When a perſon ſees what fin is, / what faſt TR ; 
* bas of Mts" at and ſtrongly it 1s opted 
| in 


F 7 77 


ip 8a 


E 


* mY — . 
» 24 b 7 ayes 120 F 82 2 - 
_—— —— - "Woe —pr—ñ . 


1 J 


In His heart; how powerful and various are the 


workings of it; how grievous and deadly are 
the diſorders and wounds of his ſinful heart, ut- 
terly incurable by any finite wiſdom and power: 
1 ſay, when a perſon becomes acquainted with 
his ſtate in this reſpect, he finds he wants a Re- 


deemer and Saviour infinitely powerful, wiſe and 
good; and that any other would be infinitely 


inſufficient for him. He therefore could have 


no hope of redemption from ſin by Chrift, did 


he not view him as infinitely greater and more 
fufficient than any meer creature, even infinitely 
wiſe, powerful and kind. But when he beholds 
and conſiders Chriſt m the height of his cha- 
racer, as being thus infinitely wiſe, powerful 
ard good, with whom nothing is impoſſible, he 
with confidence and joy commits his diſordered, 


finful, wretched foul into his hands, aſſured that 


he is able to cure and ſanRify his heart, and 
make him . holy in the moſt kind, wiſeſt 
and beſt way, though it is infinitely beyond him 


to ſee how it can be done. 


Many a perſon, ignorant of the nature of fin, 
and of the degree of extent and power fin had 


in his heart, has ſeen no need that he ſtood in of 
an infinite redeemer; yea, has ſtupidly and 
fooliſhly thought he had a ſufficiency of his own 


to recover himſelf from ſin to holineſs, and has 


truſted wholly in his o heart for it. But not 
fo the true chriſtian. He finds he wants a Re- 


deemer to deliver him from fin, and bring him 


to perfect holineſs, who is higher than the hea- 
vens, has creating power, and is able to ſubdue 


9 things unto himſelf, And in order to Reeg 


” * 


9 „ 


2 his hope and courage, he. muſt conftantly 


name they aſk, 


- 
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La 


ave in view, and attentively conſider ſuch an 


— great and mighty Redeemer, 


It does therefore from hence alſo appear how. 
important and neceſſary it is that chriſtians 
ſhould confider and conſtantly keep in view their 
Redeemer and. Saviour, in all the extent and 
grandeur of his perſon and character. 


6. As chriſtians ate to aſk for all they want 
an the name of Chriſt, it is of importance, and 
even neceſſary that they ſhould well underſtand 
and keep in view the character of him in 2 25 


. 


Prayer is a great and conſtant duty of a *. | 
ſtian : It is that by which he lives; and he re- 
ceives all from GOD in the way of prayer. If 


he does not aſk, he will not receive. Chriſt has 
 direfted and commanded all his diſciples to aſk 


in his name ; and nothing is to be obtained by 
them in any other way of praying. Yea, for a 


ſinful creature to pray in any other way or name, 


is moſt preſumptuous arrogance and im 


and a direct affront to the moſt high Majeſty A. 


heaven and earth. But Chriſt has promiſed: that 
-whatſoever is aſked in his name, ſhall be 
But to aſk in the name of Chriſt, is to depend 
on his worthineſs alone, as that on account 6f 
which we ſhall be accepted and heard. 'There- 
Fore aſking in his name ſuppoſes and implies a 
view and ſenſe of heart of his greatneſs and wor- 
thineſs. So far as the infinitely excellent and 
72 character of Chriſt is gut of fight ani 
0 9 


* 


given. 


_ . 
1 


4 © a 
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diſregarded by any one, juſt ſo far he is without'a 
true ſpirit of prayer, and does not aſk in Chriſt's. 


name. And on the. other hand, if this great 


High Prieſt is rightly conſidered in all the 5 — 
deur and worthineſs of his perſon and character, 
the chriſtian is enabled and encouraged to aſk 
in his name, and comes with fieedom and bold- 
nels to the throne of grace. . 


* 


Thus i important and neceſſary i is it chat chri- 
ſtians ſhould always keep in view and well con- 
fider the great High Prieſt of their profeſſion, as 

it is in this way only that they aſk in his name, 


and are accepted and heard in their prayers and 


oy ; 


; 


In belongs: to the character of chriſtians, 


"y | Whatſoever they do, in word or in deed, io do 
all in the name of the Lord Jeſus.” * But this is 


to do all they do in a view and ſenſe of his true 


charaQter, and as an hearty acknowledgement of 
it. Hence ir appears that chriſtians do in no 
caſe exerciſe themſelves and act agreeable to 


their profeſſion, unleſs they have ia view, and 
rightly conſider the character of * Cheilt, 


wH AT now remains to be aaa to is the i 


improvement of this ſubject in a few re flections 
which ate e by 16 has been ſaid. 


. 1. How important is it that Chriſt woule be 
preached and conſtantly exhibited to view in all 
the grandeur and glory of his character, in the 
public inſtructions which chriſtians fir _— 8 


„Col. in. 7. 


* 


5 1 * 1 
That which chriſtians ought chiefly to attend 
to, and which is highly uſeful and moſt neceſſary 
to be always conſidered by them, ought to be 
conſtantly ſet before them and propoſed to their 
conſideration by public teachers. To preach 
the goſpel, is to preach Chriſt; to exhibit and 
: diſplay his true character: and that preaching 
which is not adapted to this end, and has no re- 
ference to him, is not preaching the goſpel, nor 
— like to be of any great advantage to chri- 
ans. | ? n «1 54 «d 


Many profeſſed preachers of the goſpel have 

been greatly deficient here. Many leave Chriſt, 
very much, or altogether, out of their preach- 

ing: ſo moſt or all they ſay is not the goſpel, 
bur ſomething elſe, which, though it may be 

_ applauded by many, is really very low, inſipid 
and mean, in compariſon with the goſpel of 
Chriſt, who is the wiſdom of GOD and the power 
of GOD to the true chriſtian. And there have 
been many who when they have ſpoken of Chriſt, 
have left out the moſt eſſential part of his cha- 
racter, and never bring it into view in all they 
ſay of him. They often uſe the name of Chriſt, 
and have much to ſay about him: but all they 
have ſaid of him is either not true, ſo gives him 
a wrong and falſe character; or if true, it falls 
ſhort of his whole character; yea, leaves the 
moſt eſſential part of it, and what may be juſtly 

_ conſidered as comprizing all it's glory, wholly © 
out, unthought of and neglected. If they do 
not expreſly deny the infinite greatneſs, the di- 
vine ſplendor and glory of Chriſt's perſon and 
character, which is eſſential to his Godhead, they 
NFF „5 2. 
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never, or rarely, ſay any thing about it, or that 
e implies it, ſo as to bring it into view, and 


it up to be attentively conſidered. 


; However the multitude may admire ſome ſuch 


reachers, it is certain the true chriſtian will not 
fed, but famiſh and ſtarve under ſuch preach- 


lng as this, while that which is the proper ſup- 


port, food and life of his ſoul, even Chriſt in his 
true and glorious character, is not ſet before 
him. . : 4 a as 


War then ſhall we ſay of thoſe who expreſly 
deny the Divinity of Chriſt, and repreſent him 
as no more than a meer creature I If they do 
not preach Chriſt who ſilently paſs over his Di- 
vine dignity and glory, infinitely the greateſt, 
and moſt eſſential part of his character, and with- 
out which there is nothing in his perſon and cha- 


ractet that can be the reaſonable ground of hope. 


ſupport and life to the true chriſtian z muſt not 
they who expreſly deny that he is the true GOD, 
and conſequently hold that he is only a meer 
creature, be juſtly looked upon and treated as 
ing againſt Chriſt, and perverting & over- 
throwing the whole goſpel ? They may ipeak in 
ſtrong terms, and high and pompous ſtrains, of 
the dignity and excellence of Chriſt ; of free 
ace, and ſalvation by him ; of atonement. by 
is blood ; of the high eſteem and love all chri- 
Nians- ought to exerciſe towards him ; of the 


importance of faith and truſt in him, &c. Bux 


when it is conſidered that, whatever pompous 
words they uſe, they are applied to one infinite ly 


below GOD, being but a meer creature, all 97 
242 ; EL, | 7 
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ſay on this head, appears to be flat and low, and 


is really nothing but unmeaning jargon, which 
is infitintely diſhonorable to Chriſt, and leaves the 


chriſtian without any true ground of hope and 


comfort. It is infinitely diſhonorable ta GOD t 
ſuppoſe that a meer creature, be he the 95 
that ever GOD made, or that he can make; 
fay, that a meer creature ſhould make atonement 
for ſin ; ſuch atonement that GOD: will, out of 
reſpect to that, pardon the ſinner: and that he 
ſhould pay ſuch obedience, and his name, his 
perſon and character ſhould be ſo acceptable and 
worthy in GOD's fight, as that from regard 
love to him, a guilty wretch ſhould be receiv 
to the higheſt favors. I ſay, ſuch a nation is 
infinitely diſhonorable to GOD the Lawgiver, 
as it is a denial of the infinite evil of fin, and 
conſequently of his infinite excellence, dignity 
and worthineſs. This is alfo infinitely diſhonora- 
ble to the Mediator, and, in effect, robs him of 
all his glory, and degrades him infinitely more 
than any meer creature can be degraded and dif- 
honored, on any poſſible ſuppoſition whatſoever. 


And this robs the true chriſtian of all hope; 
for on this ſuppoſition he is left without any 
mediator that he can truſt in. He, in a view 
and ſenſe of the infinite worthineſs and glory of 
the moſt high GOD; of the reaſonableneſs and. 


excellence of the divine law; and conſequently 


of the infigite criminalneſs and maligniry of fin ;, 
which brings into view his own infinite odiouſneſg 
and ill-deſert : He, in this view, I ſay, feels that 
no perſon can make atonement for him, hut one 
of infanice dignity and worth, who has ſomething 


L 24 1 
| Infinitely great to offer. And did he not ſee and 
believe in ſuch an one, he muſt fink" into abſo- 
lute deſpair; and could not reaſonably deſire that 
any mercy ſhould be ſhewed to him. He there- 
fore who denies the Divinity of Chriſt, does what 
| he can to rob the chriſtian of all his treaſure 
of all his hopes—of all his ſalvation-! And the 
reaſon hy he himſelf wants no greater a medi- 
ator and faviour than a meer creature; and calls 
that an atonement for ſin which ſuch an one has 
made, aud truſts in it: I ſay, the reaſon of this 
is his blindneſs and inſenſibility with reſpect to 
his own character, even his infinite guilt and 
vileneſs; which is grounded in his ſhocking in- 
ſenſibility of the glory of the divine chatten 
Ga 1 to it. en | 8 


Tais view of the tnuiter will afford v uw; 1 con- 
* a plain and eaſy anſwer to a queſtion which 
"has been ſometimes put; viz. Whether they 
who believe the Divinity of Jeſus. Chriſt, and 
could not truſt in him for pardon and ſalvation, 
did they not conſider him to be truly GOD as 
well as man, may and ought to have charity for 
thoſe, and look on them as good chriſtians, *who 
expreſly deny this doctrine, and repreſent thoſe. 
as real idolaters who pay any regards and honors 
to him, which” N not be given of a. meer. 
creature ?— a a 


\ . 


f Tazzx ſth det ty truth infioitely difer- 
ent ideas and thoughts of Jeſus Chriſt, and con- 
ſequently muſt differ in the leading and effential 
doctrines of chriſtianity ; ſo that they do not all 
know al and acknowledge the true & only Saviour. 

or 
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d or believe in the ſame perſon and character. It 

ö he who believes in Jeſus Chriſt as a divine perſon, | 
* as truly GOD, and places all his hopes of falva- 
— 

it 

— 


tion by him on this foundation, is right, which 
heimutt think himſelf to be; then he who denies 


this article is wrong; and ſo wrong, that he 


e does, in the view of the other, leave out of his 
i thoughts and religion infinitely the 3 _ 4 
Is moſt glorious part of the character of the Medis 
a8 ator, even ſo as quite to ſpoil it and render it 

is worthleſs ; ſo does not conſider, believe and. 
to truſt in the ſame perſon and character, which is 
id the object of his faith; but one infinitely differ- 
n- ent. How can theſe: two walk together, Wo 


r. are ſo far from being agreed, that they oppoſe 
= each other moſt ditectly in the higheſt and moſt 
leading article of chriſtianity, in their infinitely dif- 
ferent & oppoſite, notions gf the character of the au? 
thor of it; and which really comprizes the whole ? 
The former looks on the other as robing Chrift 
of his chief glory, and denying that to og 
to him which is the only ground of faith and 
truſt in him. How then can the profeſſed faith 
of the latter in one who, in the view of the for- | 
mer, can be no more a ſaviour of ſinners, than | 
Mahomet himſelf, or any of the imaginary deities 
of the heathen, recommend him. to his charity 7 
any more than if he made no profeſſion at all * 
Yea, does not his profeſſion lie againſt him, ſee- 
ing it is moſt diſhonorable to Chriſt, and even 
a high degree of blaſphemy againſt him ; and is 

a moſt glaring evidence of his ignorance of GOD 
and of himſelf : Lea, of his ſtupidity, pride and 
ehmity to GOD, that he can truſt to a meer 
Creature As Is ſaviour for him, who tan 
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make a proper and full atonement for his ſin, 
| : 


| i | and has worthineſs, enough to recommend hi 
10 GOD ? Surely ſuch. an one (if his beart 48 
=  anſwerable to bis profeſſion): does not know . 
Phat fin is; is quite isſenſible of his ' own. uns 
= - yorthiveſs and guilt 3 is conceited- and proud 
= . with feſpect to his, on chaxaRer, and has the 
= - moſt diſhonorable, contemptuous thoughts of 
In a word, if Chriſt the Redeemer apd.Savi 


5 


of ſinners is GOD; and if he was not ſo, would. 
be infinitely unable to atone for the leaſt fin, or 

| 185 one ſinner ; then he who. acknowledges na 
ther Chriſt, and ſaviour but a meer creature, 
changes the glory of the only true GOD. and 
Saviour into a corruptible, 8 helpleſs man ; 
} and puts his truſt in this creature of his own, 
= imagination for that which. a Divine Perſon, a 


= and doubtleſs much more criminally, than they. 
= who worſhip ang truſt in gods chat can neither 
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And muſt be be eſteemed a pious man and a 
ood chriſtian, while; according to his profeſſion, 
Be is guilty of all this pride, and contempt of 
600 and the Redeemer, and lives in the practice 
- of the moſt abominable and aggravated idolatry A 
If ſuch may pals for good men, friends to GOD. 
and his law, and to. Jeſus Chriſt; as well, max 
all the popiſn and heathen idolaters. that have, 
been, of now are in the Wor[ſxlecd. 
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3 O only can do: ſo is giving that honor to 7 
de creature, which belongs to GOD alone; and 2 
i is really a ſtupid; wicked idolater, as really ſo, I 
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I xo ſome who would be thought to believe + 
* the Divinity of Chriſt, or at leaſt do not deny - 
- this doctrine, have declared their charity 

. thoſe who expreſly deny it; and have been for- 


ward and zealous to rank ſome of them among 

the number of eminently holy men and good 
chriſtians. But this is not only very abſurd and 
hacking; but really earries with it no ſmall | 
degree of impiety & profaneneſs. It ſeems to be i 
triffing with Chriſtianity at a great rate. Surely - 
Chriſtianity is not worth much, if it is no matter 

of importance whether the author of it, and who 
is the revealed Saviour for ſinners to truſt in, be 
a GODy or a meer creature; fo that they may 
be equally good chriſtians, whatever is their be- 
Hef with: reſpect to Jeſus Chriſt, * If it is no 
FFF 
2 | * I DESIRE it may. be conſidered, whether the or- 
-» = 1 55 councils who neglect to examine candidates 
d 

Os, 


1 _ 


: 
2 * 


* 


for the miniſtry, with reſpect to their religious ſen- 


£3 timents; and they who zealouſly oppoſe ſuch ex, 
| - aminations, do not by this . openly declare 
72 that it is with them no matter of importancr what 
er men believe, What their ſentiments are, and what 
N doctrines they hold. with reſpect to Jeſus Chriſt; or 


what thoughts they have of his character and religion: 
_ that they may be apt to teach, and * hold faſt the 
. faithful word, ſo as to 5* be able by ſound doctrine, 
both ta exhort and convinee the gainſayers, whatever 
ſenſe they put upon the words in the bible, or though 
| F' they have no underſtanding of them at all. And is 
AS not this, in effect, openly to declare, that the truths 
D . of the goſpel are af no.importances; and that chriſti= 
ay nie is really bat 2 trifing affe: 

* The conduct of theſe gentlemen is really ſyrprizing, , 


— 


* | and none need to be at a loſs what will be the fate f 
yy chriſtianity, ſo far as their influence reaches. -« 


3 


— 
* 
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matter what they think of Chrift, but may differ 


name of. Chriſt; 


infivitely in their ſentiments of his perſon and 


Character; then it is certainly no matter whether 
they have 7 thoughts about Chriſt at all, or 


any ideas him, or belief in him; and the 


Deiſt who rejects Chriſt's whole character, may 


be as good a man, and as certainly happy for- 


ever as — beſt chriſlian who has the moſt: juſt 
idea of Chriſt, and is a true believer in him. It 


would therefore be no wonder at all if they who 


are ſo forward and zealous to dub ptofeſſed 
Atians good chtiſtians, and canonize them as 


eminent ſaints, ſhould extend their charity fur- 
ther, even to profeſſed Deiſts, who blaſpheme the 
and ſhould call upon them and 
profeſſed chriſtians (as a noted writer has indeed 


Cone already *) to mutual forbearance and cha- 


rity ; for though they differ ſo much about th 


character of Chriſt, this is but a trifling affair, 
while they are agreed in all the moſt important | 


articles of religion 1 


neglected; and inſtead of preaching the goſpel, ſer- 
mons will be either inſipid diſſertations upon ſome - 
thing elſe ; or filled with ſtupid inconſiſtence ; elſe 
be only flond harangues, without any meaning. Un- 
leſs perbaps, when times and cireumſtances will bear 
it, another ſyſtem of doctrines will be preached up, 
. which at p are are ſomewhat unpopular ; therefore 
cannot be with ſafety expreſly was _— eſpouſed 4 
For the ſake of which, that they may be provuly in- 

. -troduced 3 bnd from à deſire and dclign to extirpate 
the more commonly received, popular doctrines, ma. 
ny think they have goed-reaſon to conclude this me 
"0 with reſpeR to candidates js gone into. Mag 


"© 


” Chubb, ce bis Tra, k. 645 de. e 


„ 


1 


- de. AG . . . . —˙ w 11 


“ 
difinguiſhing, Ms doArines of i will be - 


"YT; \ 7 - * 
d - de? . 3 4 a 6 
. f | : * *. 


5 


Ik Arians are to be cleemed good chriſtians 
by:thole- whoſe: thoughts of Chrift are ' infinitely 
different from-theirs, why may not the Mahome- 
| tans allo be ranked among truly pious and 
men, in the ſure way to eternal life? They have 
not the good luck indeed of being called chri- 
ſtians : But they acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt to 
be a true prophet, ſent of GOD; ſo are in a 
ſenſe believers in him. They may perhaps have 
as high notions" of the character of Chriſt as 
many profeſſed chriſtians who deny his Divinity; 
though by the unbappy.prejudices of education, 
they ſet Mahomet above him, as being a greater 
perſon. Shall this miſtake damn them ? Surely 
no IF the errors and blaſphemies the Arians 
are guilty of relating to Jeſus Chriſt, in the clear 


ſun- ſhine of divine ene ſhall not be fatal 
to ae N 2 


f 1917 In. 
. 1 KNOW this will be thaw t by fomn exceeding un- 
_ charitable, harſh and cru 0 will ſay, „it is 
intolerable, and argues a vaſt degree * arrogance and 
pride, as well as ignorance mu a baſe contraftedneſs. . 
of mind to doom all thoſe to deſtruction, who have 
not been able to ſee that Jeſus Chriſt is the true 
Gon, and equal with the Father. This is a very 
diſputable point, and many great and, to «aan 
| ance, good men have taken the negative ſide.” 
| Aus. All this may as truly, and with as much p 
 * ety be ſaid of profeſſed deiſts. It is a very þ propel 
point, whether = Jeſus of Nazareth was ſent of God, | 
or was a wicked impoſtor ; that i is, it has been great- 
| 2 diſputed: * much perhaps as any one point that 
reſpects chriſtianity. And many Who are acknow= 
2 reat men; and ſome, at leaſt, whole © 
moral conduct has been regular and unexceptionable, 
have not been able to ſee the evidence of his — 
miſſion, and have improved all their powers and * 
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In chert, theſs charitable are either 4g 
OS, | emis Arians, and do not really believe the | 
| RO of Jeſus Chriſt; but are, for certain G. 
ys „ unwilling to let their ſentiments on this 
cad known ; ſo ate induſtriouſiy concealing. 
them ; Or if, through the force of edurat ion, 
on ſome. other ground, they aſſent to this 
rine, they do not underſtand: the true reaſon 
and t of ĩt ; ſo have never. ſeen their need 
af ſuch a — honke conſequently have never yet 
coplidered the Apoſtle and High Prieſt of their 
ofeſlian as all true chtiſtians do. In this view, 
ir extenſive charity, upon which they value 
mſelves, and af which they boaſt; is ſo far 
tom being in their favor; as an evidence of the 
eatneſs of their, minds, or the goodneſs of 
in hearts, that it is rather à very, clear and 
| firiking evidence that they have never yet under- 
ſtood the true nature and genius of genuine 
Chtiſtianitiy ; that they do not know! Chriſt, ſo 
have not received the witneſs that GOD' has 
given . bim and wank believed. on 
0 e ho Pg 1 Tais | 
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«\ Ovjrcr10n: wi” are. tald. that he who. bas not 
' CHAMITY is. nothing, CHART. is.the,omament 
and glory of a. chriſtian... and, where this is not, there. - 
1 no real religion. Is it not aſtoniſhing. then that 
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any ſhould, be condemned for their. chatſty ; that 1 
15 1 ſhould be, reckaned againſt them, as an argument 5 
that they who exerciſe. HY 5 unmaft. e of it 1 
"are tio chriſtians. !. b | 0 
Aus, In ſuch away of talk. ies Se thirty * a 
is Frostly abuſed, and perverted from its true mean- f I 
Dm e * . _ of} it. IT. is my | g 
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t moſt inteteſting and important queſtion, 
vhich Jeſus Chriſt himſelf once put to thoſe th 


whom he was ſpeaking, It is this, Rb ks TRINE | 15 
* or Canyon? 8 7 E We 


to Gov and our neladbonk which 3 is the whole tha 
" divine law requires; and therefore comprizes 
true holineſs. This love to Gop and man bas no 
| tendency to lead the perſon who! exerciſes it to think 
all are men and true chriſtians who profeſs ; 
 chtiſtianity : much leſs does. it cen in this. e 
dn the contrary, it gives a degree of true diſcerning | 
in ſpiritual things, which others have not; and leade * 
* oh mind to ſuch attention to the divine ch | 
And fills the heart of the true chriſtian with ſuch a 
tenderneſs and jealouſy for the honor of this cha- 
racer, that he more readily diſcerns, and * ol 
feels, what is oppoſition to it. And he will bygeady 
to hate thoſe who in their words and profeſſion ap- 
pear to hate Gop ; and look on them as enemies to 
| Gov, and to himſelf, who riſe up againſt Gon 
(Palit exxxix. 21, 21.) whatever their external 
nduQ may otherwiſe be : For Gob may be as di- 
rectly and viſibly. oppoſed in profeffion and words, as 
in conduct And to have n diſcerning in this caſe z 
but to embrace. thoſe as good chriftians who openly' 
oppoſe and Tonk —, Chriſt is ſa far from being 
an exerciſe of charity, that it is 2 glaring evidence . 
their want of true love to Chriſt. | 


85 Paul, in the exerciſe of all this chariey, pronounced 
thoſe accurſed who preach another goſpel; and told- 
the Galatians that a miſtake about the ground of the 
ſinner's acceptance with Gon was: fatal (Gal. f. 6, 
ii. a1. v. 2.) And St. John, while he is ia the warm - 
eit manner recommending charity or love, declares 
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„ ting. Chriſt, © 
— no intereſt in Gonꝰs favor ; and nn 555 
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We may _— tb queſtion us row vrked 
u us al. What 53 and apprehenſions 
have we of Jeſus Chriſt ? How, and in what a 

light do we conſider this Apoſtle and great High 
Prieſt of our profeſſion ? Upon this out charactet, 

and our eternal ſtate depend. We are true chri- 
Iſtians or not, according as our thoughts and 
views of Chriſt are: a true anſwer to this queſti- 
on therefore will determine our character as 
chriſtians. And upon this our eternal ſtare will 
turn. 
and thoughts of him, we ate then his friends in- 
deed, and ſhall dwell with him forever. But if 
his true character is hot underſtood by us, and 
our views and thoughts of him are eſſentially 
wrong, and we continue in this error and dark- 
neſs until death, we ſhall be excluded his pre- 
ſence and dwell in darkneſs forever. How 
greatly then does this queſtion concern us all! 
We may well think of it with ſolemn attention 
and ſelf-application. And let it not be put off 
now without an anſwer. Suffer me then to 
urge this queſtion upon this auditory, by Go» 
ſcending to a few particulars, — : 


© . 


Have you well confidered how EAT an 
High Prieſt Chriſt is? That though he was in 


ö ee 


| / 
Many ſpeak of charity as i if it wholly confifted in « . 
dineſs to think every one a true chriftian, And the 
more unlike a chriftian any one appears, ſpeaks and 
acts, the higher degree of charity is required to believe 
de is = good chriſtian. And he is the beſt man who 
can exerciſe the greateſt fizetch. of charity towards 
| "them who, in his ſenſe . 


If we know Chriſt, and have right views 
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and Lord of all things, has infinite dignity. and 


worthineſs, is infinite in power, wiſdom and 
| goodneſs : Is a Prieſt on a throne, having all 
power in heaven and earth, and all things in his 
hands ? Have you been fully convinced that 
ſuch an high prieſt became you, who is higher 
than the heavens ;\ and that no other is ſufficient 
to make atonement and reconciliation for the ſing . 
of men ? . 


HFlave you rightly conſidered Chriſt's infinite 
excellence and worthineſs ? In the view of this 
have your hearts been attracted to him in the 
| exerciſe of the higheſt eſteem and love? And in 
a ſenſe of your own infinite unworthineſs and* 
vile, which is in the moſt ſtriking manner de- 
clared in all he has done and ſuffered ;. and in a 
view of his infinite excellence and worthineſs, of 
his boundleſs merit and righteouſneſs, do you 
truſt in him alone for pardon and acceptance 
with GOD ? Is his merit and worthineſs the only 
thing you truſt in to recommend you to GOD: 
and with reſpect to this do you make mention gf 
his name alone, placing all your hopes on him, 
and aſking all you want in his name; ſo making 
him alone your great High Prieſt ? | 


What do you think of the knowledge of Jeſus + 
Chriſt ? Does this appear to be happineſs and 
life, in compariſon with which you count all o- 
ther attainments as worthleſs and nothing ? + Do 
you find you can have no peace, comfort and 
joy, but in a view and ſenſe of the character of 
Chriſt: that ſo far as he is out of ſight darkneſa 
and death ſpread n ſoul: that your heart 
gn . | is 
* Zech, vi. 13. Matth. xxviii. 18. + See Phil, iii. 82 
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is warmed, refreſhed and invigorated only in the 
light and ſhining of this fun of righteouſneſs Pr 


Do you truſt in Chriſt alone as your redeemer 
from the power of fin and ſatan ? In a ſenſe of 
the dreadful diforders of your ſoul by fin, how | 
defiled and ruined you are by it, do you hope in 
. ® him alone as your ſanCtifier ? | 


Do you long and ſeek 530 conformity ts | 
Chriſt in the temper of your minds, and in your 
conduct, as the greateſt priviledge: And is the 
 happ inf and heaven you are deſiring, that which. 
hall conſiſt in being where he is, and Wen 
his glory ? 


III. War has been 10 iy be NA. 
as an excitement co all profefling chriſtians to 
- hearken to the 'exhortation in the text, and at- 
tentively conſider the Apoſtle. and wg Price 
of their profeſſion Chrift Jeſus, 2 


Tour chriſtianity, your comfort and happ ck 
all lie in this. In his light alone can you = and 
enjoy light, even the light of life. Would you 
make progreſs in knowledge and holineſs, and be 
vwiſe unto ſalvation, you muſt ſit conſtantly at the 
feet of this great Apoſtle and divine Prophet, 
who teaches hot as man teaches.” If this ſun of 
righteouſneſs has riſen upon you, and you have 

8 er beheld his glory; by conſtantly attending 
to his perſon and character, ye ſhall go forth and 

, 8 up as calves in the ſtall: and your path 
hall be as the ſhining light, which ſhineth more 
and more unto the „ ine a 


Nie. 2. Prov, ir. 18. bes 
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Jeſus Chriſt i is an object ſo vaſtly extenſive, and | 
infinitely great, that he cannot be attended to too / 


much and too long. No matter how ſoon and 
early in life perſons begin to conſider Chrift in 


earneſt, The theme is boundleſs, the ſubject 


inexhauſtible. Here then is a foundation laid 
for the moſt attentive and engaged inquiries, arid, .- 
higheſt and growing entertainment of the re 


deemed forever in heaven: Where there is no 


"oy of the ſun, neither of the moon to ſhine 1 in 
: for the glory of GOD does lighten it, and 
— LAus is che light thereof. E. 


I ſhall cloſe in the 4 of St. "Og with 
which he concludes his ſecond epiſtle. Ye 
therefore, beloved, ſeeing ye knew theſe things 
before, beware leſt ye alſo being led away with. 
the error of the wicked, fall from your own ſted- 


faſtneſs. But grow in grace, and in the know- 


ledge of our LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS 


CHRIST : To bo be glory both now and 
forever. Fe 
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